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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida), a veteran of Vietnam, today voted for HR 2956, legislation calling for a redefined strategy for the future United States military presence in Iraq and the responsible redeployment of U.S. troops.

The original authorization by Congress for the use of military force against Iraq gave the President the authority to use the Armed Forces as appropriate in order to defend the national security of the United States against Saddam Hussein and the Government of Iraq.  Our troops in Iraq successfully deposed Saddam Hussein, helped the Iraqis hold two elections, and assisted the new Iraqi government take office.  

“Our brave men and women in harm’s way have done everything they have been asked to do, but their mission going forward needs to be redefined to reflect a long term commitment to our country’s future, as this legislation requires,” Congressman Boyd said.  “The Administration must develop a new strategy that emphasizes the training of Iraqi security forces, counter-terrorism efforts, and a new diplomatic initiative, and then outline the number of Armed Forces needed to carry out this new strategy.”

This legislation also would begin the responsible deployment of U.S. troops within 120 days and complete redeployment by April 1, 2008, except for the force levels needed to protect U.S. national security interests in Iraq after that date.  

“Since January of this year, 645 American service men and women have died in Iraq, while the Iraqis have failed to complete a single benchmark set forth by the Administration.  We should not stay with the same, open-ended policy in Iraq and continue to place our troops in harm’s way when the Iraqi government is clearly incapable and unwilling to take control of their government and stabilize their own country,” Boyd stated.  “We owe it to our troops and the American people to work with our military leaders to determine an appropriate and well-defined way forward in Iraq.”
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